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By LAKIN TURNER
THE PARTHENON
Cabell-Huntington Health 
Department is working to 
combat a highly contagious bac-
terial disease by supplying free 
vaccinations to the community. 
Last week, a student at Pey-
ton Elementary in Huntington 
was exposed to whooping 
cough and showed symptoms 
of  the infection.
Pertussis, known as whoop-
ing cough, is a highly contagious 
bacterial disease that causes 
uncontrollable, violent cough-
ing, which often makes it hard 
to breath.
The infection is known as 
“whooping cough” because 
of  the sound produced when a 
person infected tries to take a 
breath.
The upper respiratory infec-
tion is a serious disease that can 
cause permanent disability and 
even death in children. 
Elizabeth Ayers, a pub-
lic health educator at the 
Cabell-Huntington Health De-
partment, said adults are the 
carriers of  the infection and 
often do not recognize that 
they have it and pass it on to 
children. 
Symptoms resemble those of  
a common cold. Specific signs 
of  whooping cough are severe 
coughing, vomiting, runny 
nose, slight fever and diarrhea.
Coughing can be so severe 
that it will make the person 
vomit. 
Ayers said everyone should 
get the pertussis vaccination, 
Tdap, because of  the severity of  
the infection for children.
“I highly recommend every-
body to get a Tdap vaccination, 
especially if  you are going to 
be around children or infants,” 
Ayers said.
Dani Kelly, an employee in 
the oncology unit at Cabell 
Huntington Hospital, said she 
wanted to get the vaccination 
as quickly as possible.
“Working in the hospital, I 
know how easily children get 
sick. I could not imagine them 
getting worse by bacteria that 
Health Department 
offers whooping 
cough vaccines
Artists showcase 
work at Art Walk
By DWIGHT JORGE
THE PARTHENON
A local artist is hoping to showcase Hun-
tington’s art scene all year long. 
The Huntington Art Walk encourages all 
local artists to showcase their work for the 
people of  the downtown Huntington area. 
This free event is a chance for artists to 
gain exposure in the region and promote 
their art.
Glen Berry, owner of  art-walk.info, 
started the Art Walk to promote local art 
and culture in the greater Huntington West 
Virginia Region.
“We would like to raise the public aware-
ness and appreciation of  the arts in this 
area. At the same time, it helps promote 
downtown Huntington businesses,” Berry 
said.
He also said the event brings art directly 
to the people, many of  whom might not 
have the opportunity to visit art galleries. 
The Art Walk is an opportunity for exhibi-
tion, performance, and promotes regional 
artists.
“The participating artists might not have 
any other public venue available to them,” 
Berry said. “It can be great exposure for 
them.”
Marshall students who are artists can 
book one of  the official venues to display 
their art. 
Sean Piwarski, a Marshall graduate 
student from California who currently is 
working towards his PhD in biomedical sci-
ences, displayed his unique style of  spray 
painting during the previous Art Walk.
Piwarski was one of  the artists who chose 
to give a live demonstration of  his paintings. 
“I wanted to find a way to actually get the 
word out there that this kind of  painting ex-
ists,” Piwarski said. I just like to do it, so 
why not share it with everybody else.” 
Piwarski said when he was a child liv-
ing in Las Vegas, he was inspired by a man 
spray painting Spiderman.
The deadline for artists planning to par-
ticipate in the Art Walk is one week prior 
to the day of  the event. Berry said the next 
scheduled Art Walk will take place on 
Thursday, October 18, but all artists book-
ing must be completed by October 11.
“We hope to make this a year-round 
event, without any seasonal interruption,” 
Berry said.
The Art Walk takes place every third 
Thursday each month. It begins at 5 p.m. 
and goes until at 9 p.m. 
Dwight Jorge can be contacted at jorge@
marshall.edu.
See COUGH | Page  5
By MARCUS CONSTANTINO
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University president Ste-
phen J. Kopp stood before a crowd of  
deans, faculty members and hundreds 
of  online viewers as he reviewed Mar-
shall University’s successes over the 
past year and recognized forthcoming 
challenges during the annual State of  
the University address Tuesday during 
the fall faculty meeting in the Francis-
Booth Experimental Theater at the Joan 
C. Edwards Playhouse.
During his speech, Kopp intro-
duced the upcoming formation of  a 
10-year master plan. He said it will be 
web-based, and will ask for input from 
members of  the Marshall community 
when it goes live in about a month.
“It gives us the opportunity to imag-
ine – to sit back, reflect and imagine 
– what Marshall University is going 
to look like 10 years from now,” Kopp 
said.
More than 80 new faculty and ad-
ministrators were introduced at the 
beginning of  the faculty meeting. The 
introductions were followed by an emo-
tional State of  the Faculty address by 
faculty senate chair Eldon Larsen.
Larsen held back tears as he ex-
plained that his mother and grandfather 
inspired him to teach, and that he didn’t 
get the opportunity to teach until he be-
came an adjunct professor at Marshall 
University in 1999, more than 20 years 
after earning his master’s degree.
“I tell my students when I worked 
for that other company, I had a re-
ally great job, and now I love my job, 
and that’s the way I feel about teach-
ing,” Larsen said. “For me, education 
is part of  my life, it’s part of  my soul, 
and I think it’s a calling to be a teacher, 
and I think it’s a privilege to be at this 
university.”
Kopp addresses future, challenges 
in State of the University Address
See KOPP | Page  5
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Marshall University President Stephen J. Kopp speaks during the 
State of the University Address on Tuesday.
MU softball falls to NPF 
All-Stars, 8-1| More on Sports
By ALEXANDRA WHITTAKER
MARQUETTE U. VIA UWIRE 
Local television crews 
swarmed the Old Gym at 
Marquette Thursday morn-
ing to witness an appearance 
by Ann Romney at a cam-
paign rally in support for 
her husband, Republican 
presidential candidate, Mitt 
Romney. 
Operating under a theme 
of “Women for Mitt,” Ann 
Romney emphasized her 
husband’s support for 
women.
In attendance were a 
group of  women who had 
previously served under 
Mitt Romney during his 
time as governor of  Massa-
chusetts, a statement which, 
according to Ann Romney, 
demonstrated his track re-
cord of  supporting women 
and hiring women for key 
roles in his administration.
Before she took the stage, 
a number of  female politi-
cians and supporters from 
Wisconsin spoke on Mitt 
Romney’s behalf, includ-
ing Marquette student Sam 
Zager, a junior in the Col-
lege of  Arts & Sciences and 
cochair of  the Coalition of  
Young Americans for Mitt 
Romney, who spoke about 
her support of  Romney and 
her disappointment with the 
Obama administration.
The focus on female vot-
ers was seen as a response 
to criticism the Romney 
campaign has received in the 
past for struggling to connect 
with women. A Marquette 
Law School poll released last 
Wednesday, a day before Ann 
Romney’s visit, showed Mitt 
Romney trailing President 
Barack Obama in Wiscon-
sin by 14 percentage points 
among likely voters, a huge 
increase in the gap from the 
same poll released last month.
It was clear that the em-
phasis of  the day was on 
encouraging women to sup-
port Romney, with specific 
attention given to female 
college students. 
By PAUL RICHTER 
and KATHLEEN HENNESSEY
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU VIA MCT
UNITED NATIONS - Warning of  a 
deepening rift between the West and the 
Muslim world after two weeks of  anti-
American violence, President Barack 
Obama used his annual U.N. address 
to urge Arab states to continue difficult 
political reforms without tolerating vi-
olence or curtailing free speech.
As he defended his own record in 
the turbulent aftermath of  the “Arab 
Spring” revolutions, Obama vowed 
Tuesday that the United States would 
“do what we must to prevent Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon.” He called 
for a diplomatic solution to that crisis 
but added, “Time is not unlimited.”
Obama promised to press efforts to 
help end the conflict in Syria and re-
place the authoritarian government in 
Damascus, and to push for a lasting 
Israeli-Palestinian peace deal. He did 
not say how he plans to make progress 
on either front.
Instead, he used his 30-minute speech 
to the U.N. General Assembly in the 
heat of  a U.S. presidential campaign 
to offer an impassioned embrace of  
freedom of  expression and a poignant 
appeal to end the anti-American riots 
that have erupted around the globe, 
killing dozens of  people, including the 
U.S. ambassador to Libya and three 
other Americans.
Obama condemned the American-
made anti-Islamic video that ostensibly 
sparked the protests, calling the video 
“crude and disgusting.” The film, he 
said, “is an insult not only to Muslims, 
but to America as well” because it em-
bodies intolerance.
In the U.S., he said, “countless pub-
lications provoke offense. Like me, 
the majority of  Americans are Chris-
tian, and yet we do not ban blasphemy 
against our most sacred beliefs.” As 
president, he added, “I accept that peo-
ple are going to call me awful things 
every day. And I will always defend 
their right to do so.”
The strongest weapon against hateful 
speech, he said, “is not repression, it is 
more speech” to rally people against 
bigotry.
“Now I know that not all countries 
in this body share this particular un-
derstanding of  the protection of  free 
speech,” he said. But when anyone 
with a cellphone “can spread offensive 
views around the world with the click of  
a button, the notion that we can control 
the flow of  information is obsolete.”
Since the video first sparked riots in 
Cairo, Muslim-led governments have 
demanded that Western leaders pass 
laws or take action to halt what they 
consider hate speech of  Islam. Ten-
sions have risen as a result, rather than 
By JOSHUA PRINCE
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University will 
soon be welcoming its first 
multicultural sorority to 
campus.
The sorority, Mu Sigma 
Upsilon, was originally estab-
lished Nov. 21, 1981, making it 
the first in the nation. 
The Mu Sigma Sorority is 
commonly referred to as the 
“Mu’s.” The colors of  soror-
ity are baby blue and white. 
The motto, “Mujeres 
Siempre Unidas,” stands for 
“Women Always United.” 
Mu Sigma Upsilon is a 
founding member orga-
nization of  the National 
Multicultural Greek Council.
“The impact of  a multi-
cultural sorority would be 
revolutionary,” Alicia Torres, 
Mu Sigma advisor, said. “This 
would be completely new for 
the Greek community.”
All members must main-
tain a minimum GPA of  2.3 to 
remain active.  The sisters of  
the sorority pledge to uphold 
the goals of  academic excel-
lence, unity amongst women 
and community service. The 
national philanthropy is Girls 
Inc., where the sisters help 
underprivileged girls.
The mission has always 
been to help as many orga-
nizations as possible, but the 
sorority also realizes the need 
to focus its efforts to make a 
stronger impact on the com-
munity at large. The sorority 
believes in unifying women 
regardless of  race, religion or 
creed.
The Mu’s along with their 
brother fraternity, Lambda 
Sigma Upsilon, are active in 
dance.  The Mu’s participate 
along with their brothers in 
step, stroll and saluting. The 
performances are a combi-
nation of  dance and music. 
The sorority was founded as 
a stepping organization; it 
is a part of  their history and 
tradition.
Torres said women who 
are interested are welcome 
to attend the interest meet-
ing Wednesday at 9:15 p.m. 
in the north classroom of  
Freshmen North. Informa-
tion about the sorority can be 
obtained from their website 
www.msu1981.org.
Mu Sigma Upsilon was 
founded at Rutgers Uni-
versity on the Livingston 
Campus. The founders of  
the sorority are of  Hispanic 
descent. 
Joshua Prince can be 
contacted at prince37@mar-
shall.edu.
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Multicultural sorority coming to Marshall
By SARAH SMITH
THE PARTHENON
A dedication ceremony 
for a new ArtWorks! project 
will take place at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday at the west end of  
Huntington’s Ritter Park.
The artwork, titled “A 
Walk in the Park,” was 
created by the youth of  
Pressley Ridge in partner-
ship with the Huntington 
Museum of  Art and the Ca-
bell Huntington Hospital. 
ArtWorks! is a national 
award-winning program for 
under-served teens. Press-
ley Ridge is a non-profit 
social service organization 
designed to help children in 
need and families in crisis.
Kathleen Kneafsey, HMA 
visual artist in residence, 
worked with the teens 
from Pressley Ridge to cre-
ate the ceramic tiles in the 
artwork.
“This program touches 
a lot of  peoples lives,” 
Kneafsey said. “It helps the 
students figure out ways of  
expressing themselves.”
“A Walk in the Park” 
is made up of  ceramic 
tiles placed on three large 
boulders. 
“We didn’t want to inter-
rupt the natural beauty of  
the park,” Kneafsey said. 
“It looks like a permanent 
part of  the rocks. They look 
like they were meant to be 
there.”
Margaret Mary Layne, 
HMA executive director, 
explained that ArtWorks! 
collaborated with the Park 
Board. 
“This is the second Art-
Works! project that has 
been done in partnership 
with the Greater Hunting-
ton Park and Recreation 
District, and HMA always 
appreciates collaborat-
ing with the Park Board,” 
Layne said.
Refreshments will be 
served after remarks to 
dedicate the artwork and 
thank those involved. 
The event is free and 
open to the public.
Sarah Smith can be con-
tacted at smith1682@
marshall.edu.
ArtWorks! dedication 
ceremony kicks off Friday
President Obama condemns anti-U.S. 
protests, defends Arab Spring strategy
MCT DIRECT
President Barack Obama speaks at the United Nations General Assembly on Tuesday in New York City. 
By RENEE SCHOOF
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
WASHINGTON - Should 
money for federal student 
grants for college be cut 
back?
Should parents be able to 
spend local tax dollars to 
pay for private schooling if  
they don’t like their public 
schools?
Mitt Romney and Presi-
dent Barack Obama agree 
that a good education for all 
Americans is essential for de-
mocracy, individual success 
and the national economy.
The areas where they dis-
agree _ such as on school 
choice and federal spending 
_ make education another 
of  the stark public policy 
choices in this presidential 
campaign. Their divide was 
evident Tuesday at NBC’s 
Education Nation Summit in 
New York.
In an interview for the sum-
mit, the president said that 
the big difference between 
them on education reform 
was paying for it.
Romney and his support-
ers “talk a good game about 
reform,” Obama said, “but 
when you actually look at 
their budgets, they’re talking 
about slashing our invest-
ment in education by 20 to 25 
percent.”
Romney, speaking at the 
summit, said he would not 
support more federal spend-
ing for education but would 
leave that to the states.
“I think we all know what it 
takes to improve schools _ in-
vest in great teachers,” he said.
Romney has said during the 
campaign that a “world-class 
education” for American 
students was paramount to 
boosting the economy. His 
top reform would be a dra-
matic expansion of  school 
choice.
Obama has called edu-
cation a “gateway” to the 
middle class, saying the 
United States must be able to 
“out-educate and out-com-
pete” every other nation.
He wants Congress to ap-
prove more spending for his 
key reform, Race to the Top, 
a competitive grant program 
that rewards schools that 
improve.
The nation’s needs for edu-
cation improvement are plain.
Federal data show that a 
quarter of  all high school stu-
dents fail to graduate in four 
years, low-income students 
lag academically, and many 
students are struggling in 
reading and math.
Romney wants to restrict 
Pell grants, the main source 
of federal financial aid for 
college, to just the poor-
est students. “Flooding 
colleges with federal dollars 
only serves to drive tuition 
higher,” a Romney campaign 
education policy paper says.
But campaign spokes-
woman Amanda Henneberg 
declined to provide details 
about where Romney would 
set the limits.
Under Obama, Pell Grants 
have more than doubled, from 
$16 billion in 2008 to $36 bil-
lion last year. The size of  the 
grants increased, as did the 
number of  recipients, from 
about 6 million to 9 million.
Romney, Obama have competing 
ideas to bring down college tuition
See TUITION | Page  5
Anne Romney appeals to female voters
ROMNEY
By KARA KUCIN
THE PARTHENON
The Cardinal Classic was 
held at The Players Club 
in Yorktown, Ind., with 12 
teams competing, and Herd 
sophomore Korakot Simsiri-
wong came away with the 
individual title. 
This is Simsiriwong’s first 
win as a member of  the 
Thundering Herd. She said 
she has improved during her 
time at Marshall. 
“The training at Marshall 
has helped me get a lot stron-
ger, which really helps when 
walking the golf  course, 
which is about 16 miles,” 
Simsiriwong said. 
Simsiriwong is a native of  
Narathiwat, Thailand, but 
attended Starkville Acad-
emy in Mississippi. She was 
named MVP each season 
for the six years that she at-
tended Starkville. 
Simsiriwong said she has 
learned a lot since the be-
ginning of  her freshman 
year and hopes to continue 
learning. 
“I was not completely in 
the right state of  mind dur-
ing my first tournament as a 
freshman, and now my mind 
game is 10 times stronger,” 
Simsiriwong said.
The Cardinal Classic 
was two days long, and the 
conditions were 
extremely windy 
on the first day. 
But the Herd 
came out in sec-
ond place after the 
first day of  play. 
“It was really 
windy on the first 
day and I wasn’t 
able to hit many 
greens so I went 
out and practiced after the 
day was over so that I would 
be ready for the second day,” 
Simsiriwong said. 
Toward the end of  the 
second day Simsiriwong 
competed in a playoff  
against Jenna Hague from 
Ball State. 
Simsiriwong said she en-
joyed all the support during 
the playoff  and it definitely 
helped her capture the title. 
“There was about 30 peo-
ple watching and following 
me on the course and my 
teammates were screaming 
my name and cheering me 
on,” Simsiriwong said. “It 
put some pressure on me but 
I loved it because it helped 
me win the tournament.” 
Simsiriwong said she 
wants to be a leader on her 
team and help her team-
mates become better players 
as well. 
With so many 
people behind her 
and supporting 
her career Sim-
siriwong said she 
feels extremely 
supported. 
“Having those 
people who be-
lieve in me there 
for me during this 
tournament meant 
a lot to me,” Simsiriwong 
said. “People were texting 
me good luck which really 
helped my mind game, it 
feels great to have a lot of  
people that really do believe 
in me.” 
The Herd has six members 
on their 2012-13 team and are 
hoping for a lot of  wins this 
season.
“Not only do I want to 
become a better player 
this season but I want my 
teammates to improve as 
well so we can win a lot of  
tournaments together,” Sim-
siriwong said. 
The Herd is set to compete 
in the Lady Pirate Invitational 
on Oct. 7 in Greenville, N.C. 
Kara Kucin can be con-
tacted at kucin@live.
FOOTBALL STANDINGS
              C-USA                     Overall          
EAST DIVISION W L W    L       
EAST CAROLINA 1 0 2   2          
MARSHALL 1 0 2   2          
UCF 0 0 2   1          
UAB 0 0 0   3
MEMPHIS 0 0 0   4
SOUTHERN MISS 0 1 0   3
              C-USA                     Overall          
 W L W     L       
TULSA 1 0 3    1          
SMU 0 0 1    2          
UTEP 0 0 1    3 
HOUSTON 0 0 0    3
RICE 0 1 1    3
TULANE 0 1 0    3
C  M  Y  K   50 INCH
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Simsiriwong wins Cardinal Classic title
PHOTOS BY HERDZONE
Marshall University’s women’s golfer Korakat Simsiriwong won a playoff hole against Ball State’s Jenna Hague to claim the individual title at the 
Cardinal Classic. Simsiriwong recorded a 79 on the Sunday to tie Hague and made par on the playoff hole to win the title.
By JOE TASCHLER
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL (MCT)
MILWAUKEE - Anyone who says “it’s just 
a game, get over it,” regarding Monday’s 
night’s NFL debacle in Seattle doesn’t run a 
retail or hospitality business in Wisconsin.
It does matter, and if  a referee’s blown call 
that resulted in a Green Bay Packers loss 
Monday night eventually costs the team a 
home playoff  game or a spot in the playoffs 
altogether, it’s going to cost businesses in the 
state dearly, business owners and an econo-
mist says.
“It’s not trivial,” Kevin Quinn, a sports 
economist at St. Norbert College in De Pere, 
Wis., said of  the economic impact of  a Pack-
ers home playoff  game. “The numbers are 
substantial. For Green Bay, it’s significant.”
Part of  the reason for that has to do with 
population density, Quinn said.
Take the New York Giants or Chicago 
Bears, for example. If  those teams fail to 
make the playoffs, the economic impact is 
absorbed into huge metropolitan areas that 
are home to tens of  millions of  people. The 
loss of  a home playoff  game is barely a blip 
on the regions’ overall economies.
Wisconsin is a different story. The 
population of  the state is about 5.5 million, 
and the economic impact of  a game is at 
least $8 million in the Green Bay area alone, 
Quinn said. The economic impact on the 
state is probably much higher, Quinn says.
“Football matters here,” he said.
That’s not to say Bears or Giants fans don’t 
love their teams or root for them any less 
passionately than Packers fans root for their 
team, Quinn added.
In terms of  economics, though, outcomes 
matter.
Pat Fox, who is president of  Fox Bros. Piggly 
Wiggly grocery stores, said the economic im-
pact of  playoff  football in Wisconsin is tough 
to measure, but it’s “hugely important.”
Having the Packers in a playoff  game is 
roughly equivalent to having an extra holiday 
on the calendar in terms of  sales, he said.
“When you get to the really big games, that 
affects our business,” he said.
When it reported first quarter earnings 
earlier this year, Roundy’s Inc., the Milwau-
kee-based grocery store chain, said in a 
filing with federal regulators that the Pack-
ers’ early exit from the playoffs last season 
contributed significantly to a decline in sales 
and earnings.
Wisconsin businesses fear 
ill effects of  blown NFL call
TYLER KES | THE PARTHENON
Senior Jazmine Valle hits a solo homerun in the bottom of the sixth 
inning at Appalachian Power Park on Tuesday night in a losing effort to 
the NPF All-Stars. Marshall softball lost 8-1.
MU softball falls to NPF All-Stars
By CAITIE SMITH
THE PARTHENON
Cold weather and rain 
were just two of  the visitors 
at Appalachian Power Park 
on Tuesday evening. 
The Marshall University 
softball team traveled up the 
road to Charleston for an ex-
hibition matchup against the 
National Pro Fastpitch All-
Stars. The NPF is the only 
professional women’s softball 
league in the United States. 
During their back-to-school 
tour, the NPF selects women 
of the league to compete at 
each stop. This game’s roster 
featured three former Olym-
pians as well as two former 
Thundering Herd stand-outs.
During a pre-game pro-
motion featuring NPF’s 
starting pitcher Jamee 
Juarez four-time all Ameri-
can catcher, at Marshall, 
Rachel Folden was injured. 
She would end up leaving 
the game after the first in-
ning as a result. Marshall 
junior Taylor Winton 
switched teams for the 
night, coming on to catch 
for the All-Stars.
Andi Williamson took the 
rubber to start the game 
for the Herd. Williamson, a 
Harts, West Virginia, native, 
posted a 1.5 ERA during the 
2012 season with 268 strike-
outs. Williamson had the 
added benefit Tuesday of  
a local cheering section, as 
many Lincoln County Little 
League softball teams were 
in attendance to cheer her on.
Stirring the pot even more, 
the first batter William-
son faced was her assistant 
coach, Amanda Williams.
Williams is the all-time 
leader in doubles and runs 
for Marshall and has been the 
assistant coach since 2008. 
The Herd started out 
strong and unintimidated, 
but later fell to the impact 
of  an Olympic-caliber team, 
giving up four errors and 
only managing three hits. 
Seniors Jazmine Valle 
and Ashley Gue provided 
the small offensive push. 
Valle blasted a single run 
homer and Gue squeezed 
out a double. Senior Alysia 
Hively had the only other 
Herd hit. 
The final score was 8-1, 
but only four runs were 
earned off  of  Williamson 
and reliever Halie Vance. 
Williamson threw 5.2 in-
nings and struck out eight. 
The All-Stars had a total of  
ten hits.
The Herd lineup featured 
three freshmen in short-
stop Alexandra Bayne, 
catcher Katie Lucas, and 
designated player Shae-
lynn Braxton. The Herd 
welcomes a total of  ten 
freshmen to their roster, 
coming off  a 36-21 record 
and appearance in the Con-
ference USA championship.
Caitie Smith can be 
contacted at smith1650@
marshall.edu.
SIMSIRIWONG
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freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
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Editorial 
Visit marshallparthenon.com to share your opinion.
The following are the results from the most recent poll 
question: What new television show are you looking forward to the 
most?
n Facebook                  
n Twitter
n Tumblr
n MySpace          
ONLINE POLLS
15% - 4 votes           
22% - 6 votes
0% - 0 votes
22% - 6 votes
41% 11 votes
n The Last Resort                 
n Elementary          
n The Mindy Project
n Revolution
n Other
Which social network do you 
prefer?
Column
Column
By KAVYA JOSHI
MIT VIA UWIRE
Nakoula Basseley Nakoula or “Sam Bacile,” the man 
behind the blasphemous YouTube video that has set the 
Islamic world on fire, may be a twisted man but it is only 
naive to demand his arrest, and delusional to believe that 
it would be any sort of  a fix to the real problem.
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution pro-
tects free speech — inclusive of  hate speech — therefore 
Nakoula cannot be arrested. That said, there are still 
people like Anthea Butler, a professor at the University of  
Pennsylvania, who are lobbying for Nakoula’s arrest “be-
cause he deserves it.” By that argument, any person who 
offends another may be arrested. Where is the logic in that 
determination of  who deserves punishment?
Yes, Innocence of  Muslims is disrespectful to Islam; just 
about as disrespectful as The Last Temptation of  Christ 
was to Christianity, or Pope Benedict’s recent comment 
against gay marriage was to the LBGT community. Yet we 
didn’t see mass violence over those and that underscores 
the existence of  a deeper problem, one that we cannot 
make-believe one arrest will fix.
There are violent extremists in every ideological group 
— the Hindu Sri Ram Sene, the far-right Ku Klux Klan, 
the feminist Rote Zora are testimony to that. Thus Islam, 
as a belief  system, is not to blame for the actions of  those 
among its people who are misguided; its fundamental 
teachings and core values are not the cause for the ha-
tred towards nonbelievers. And yet it is undeniable that 
in recent years Muslim extremism more than any other 
has been growing — in terms of  number of  extremists, 
frequency of  activity and degree of  extremism — and this 
raises the question of  what then, if  not belief  system it-
self, is responsible?
I believe the answer is two-fold; first, the response of  
the moderate segment of  the Muslim community to reli-
gious extremism is insufficient, and second, the response 
of  non-Muslim Western communities is at times overkill.
The moderate Muslims: Arsalan Iftikhar, now a regu-
lar contributing writer for The Economist and Al-Jazeera 
among others, initially gained widespread attention for 
publicly condemning the 9/11 attacks as a Muslim. In 2008, 
he won the acclaimed Doha Debates with teammate Ed 
Husain, arguing for the motion “This House believes Mus-
lims are failing to combat terrorism.” The crux of  their 
argument was the selective moral outrage of  the Muslim 
community; the fact that there are vocal protests and ri-
ots during the Danish Cartoon controversy but not against 
clerics who issue fatwas of  suicide bombing and endorse 
the killing of  innocent human beings.
A second factor is the continued prevalence of  radical 
groups and literature that promotes the rhetoric of  unfet-
tered jihad and violence towards non-Muslims.
Extremism is less tolerated and more spoken out 
against in other groups; the public outcry in India follow-
ing radical incidents by Hindu fundamentalist groups and 
the reduction of  the KKK to a largely powerless organiza-
tion are proof  of  this. Islamic extremists make up only a 
minority of  Muslims and hence to dis-empower them, the 
remaining majority need only publicly and strongly op-
pose their doings.
Moderate Muslims must 
stand up against extremists 
By GABRIEL SCHEINMANN
GEORGETOWN U. VIA UWIRE
In this election, Americans 
are understandably most 
concerned about their pock-
etbooks — their ability to put 
food on the table, to pay for 
gas, to cover the cost of  col-
lege. Alas, the world does not 
pause while we attempt to 
put our house in order. Over 
the past four years, China 
has grown stronger, Iran 
more nuclear and Islamic 
extremism more potent. The 
next commander-in-chief  
will likely have to decide 
whether we are victorious in 
Afghanistan, whether Iran 
goes nuclear and whether we 
have the resolve to stand up 
to China in the Pacific.
Unfortunately, on nearly 
every major issue impact-
ing the security of  the United 
States, President Obama’s 
policies have made Amer-
ica less prepared for future 
threats.
Obama’s decision to set a 
preemptive, unconditioned 
expiration date on the Amer-
ican presence in Afghanistan 
has put the United States on 
track to lose its first foreign 
war since Vietnam. Having 
once christened the Afghani-
stan War as both just and 
necessary, the president, by 
issuing the withdrawal dead-
line concurrent with a major 
troop increase, has allowed 
the Taliban to wait us out. In 
turn, it is unlikely that oth-
erwise supportive Afghans 
would oppose them for fear 
of  brutal Taliban retribution 
once we leave. By the end of  
a second Obama term, all 
American forces will have 
been withdrawn from Af-
ghanistan, but no American 
objectives will have been 
achieved. Obama is fond of  
saying that the “tide of  war 
is receding” in the Middle 
East, but he fails to mention 
that the ebb of  victory is re-
gressing as well.
A second Obama term 
will likely also see the fa-
natical Iranian regime gain 
possession of  nuclear weap-
ons. Upon entering office, the 
administration believed it 
could bargain with Tehran’s 
ayatollahs by apologizing for 
past American behavior and 
ending U.S. criticism of  its 
support for terrorism and its 
anti-Semitic verbiage. The 
administration’s more re-
cent imposition of  stringent 
economic sanctions has not 
had any impact on the Ira-
nian nuclear program — the 
true measure of  success. In-
stead, Iran has sent troops to 
Syria to help repress a popu-
lar revolt and has sponsored 
terrorist attacks on Israeli 
targets worldwide. Iran even 
plotted an attack to kill the 
Saudi ambassador — and 
passersby — right here 
at Georgetown’s Cafe Mi-
lano last fall. Iran’s nuclear 
progress has accelerated on 
Obama’s watch, putting one 
of  the world’s worst regimes 
on the verge of  acquiring 
the world’s most dangerous 
weapon.
The Obama administra-
tion has also unreservedly 
embraced the quickly unrav-
eling “Arab Spring,” calling 
the recent murder of  the U.S. 
ambassador in Libya and 
the flying of  black al-Qaeda 
flags over four U.S. embas-
sies on the anniversary of  
Sept. 11 mere “bumps in the 
road.” The Muslim Brother-
hood has assumed power in 
Egypt, where its new presi-
dent — a “9/11 truther” 
— has demanded that the 
United States change its for-
eign policy and release from 
prison the Egyptian terror-
ist convicted for his role in 
the 1993 World Trade Cen-
ter bombing. In Syria, the 
United States is standing on 
the sidelines as the Iranian-
allied Assad regime butchers 
its citizens, thereby radical-
izing the opposition. All the 
while, Obama has needlessly 
antagonized our ally Israel 
through his wrong-footed 
approach to the peace pro-
cess and continued public 
attempts to hem in Israeli 
military options on Iran. 
Four years on, the United 
States finds itself  distrusted 
by its friends, disrespected 
by its enemies and even 
more disliked by those it 
wants to help.
In East Asia, the admin-
istration’s much-heralded 
“pivot” to the Pacific has 
done little to dial back ag-
gressive Chinese and North 
Korean behavior, perhaps 
because the White House 
is simultaneously enacting 
the largest cut in defense 
spending in nearly 30 years. 
Over the last three years, 
Pyongyang has conducted a 
second nuclear test, tested 
ballistic missiles and, in an 
act of  war, surreptitiously 
torpedoed a South Korean 
submarine, killing 46 sailors. 
Meanwhile, China’s aggres-
sion has escalated territorial 
disputes with many of  its 
neighbors, who have become 
increasingly worried about 
Washington’s ability to stand 
up to an assertive China. 
Even as Obama’s own de-
fense secretary vehemently 
opposes the looming defense 
cuts, the administration is 
overseeing a hollowing out 
of  America’s future ability to 
project power, particularly 
in Asia.
Foreign policy begins with 
a simple dictum: Support 
your friends, defeat your 
enemies. Under Obama’s 
leadership, the United States 
has become an unreliable 
ally and a weak-kneed ad-
versary. Iran is on the verge 
of  acquiring nuclear weap-
ons, American embassies in 
the Arab world are under at-
tack, defeat in Afghanistan 
is over the horizon and the 
United States is unprepared 
for the challenge of  a strong 
China. 
Obama’s foreign policy prominent in election
There is an article on CNN about self-driving cars now 
being legal in California … seriously?
Have we really gotten so lazy that we cannot drive our-
selves from point A to point B?
Apparently so. 
There are probably many people out there who would 
love to be able to get where they need to go without actually 
having to do anything – teleportation would be wonderful. 
But until being able to beam ourselves from home to class 
becomes a reality, we should probably just stick to driving 
ourselves. 
But that is not what this is really about. This is about 
laziness. 
Technology is a great thing. Smartphones keep us con-
nected to the world around us in ways never dreamed of  
just a decade ago. But self-driving cars seem like a huge 
step toward making the human race personify the people 
in floating chairs in the movie “Wall-E.”
Next thing you know we will not have to turn a knob to 
turn on the faucet – oh wait. 
There may come a day when we do not have a press a 
level to flush – oh wait. 
The day may even come when you don’t have to push 
doors to open them – oh wait. 
Of  course these things are amazingly convenient, but 
where does it stop. Where do we draw the line in the sand 
and say “You know what, I can do that myself ?” 
Self-driving cars may be a good place to start. 
Self-checkout counters at the grocery store more often 
than not require an attendant to come and help shoppers 
tricked into thinking they would get out a little faster. So 
should we expect self-driving cars to be flawless? Having 
to wait a little longer while someone scans your coupons 
or fixes a glitch is okay, but a malfunction while going 70 
mph on the interstate is something else entirely. 
So please, push that desire to be lazy way back, put your 
foot on the pedal and continuing driving yourself  – because 
seriously, do you want to be those people in “Wall-E?”
Don’t let the future make you lazy
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the harmony the White 
House had hoped would 
flourish after it supported 
popular uprisings last year 
in Egypt, Yemen, Libya and 
elsewhere.
No speech, Obama 
warned, “justifies mind-
less violence. There are no 
words that excuse the kill-
ing of  innocents. There is 
no video that justifies an at-
tack on an embassy.”
The president began his 
speech with an emotional 
personal tribute to the 
slain U.S. ambassador, J. 
Christopher Stevens, who 
he said had traveled to 
Benghazi to review plans 
to establish a new cultural 
center and to modernize a 
hospital. Stevens “embod-
ied the best of  America,” 
he said.
The turmoil in the Mid-
dle East, the deepening 
civil war in Syria and the 
standoff  over Iran’s nu-
clear program have given 
Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney 
grist to criticize Obama, 
and the president did 
not repeat his weekend 
comment that recent events 
were “bumps in the road” 
to democracy.
He dealt briefly with the 
war in Syria, where critics 
have charged that he needs 
to give greater support to 
rebels fighting President 
Bashar Assad. Obama 
said only that his admin-
istration “will stand with” 
Syrians who want a new or-
der in their country.
He gave no hint on how 
he would move the stalled 
diplomatic effort aimed at 
convincing Iran to aban-
don its nuclear ambitions. 
He implied that his ad-
ministration might turn to 
military action, but did not 
issue a specific “red line” 
that would trigger a con-
frontation, as Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has publicly urged for 
weeks.
Obama had no one-on-
one meetings with other 
leaders, leaving those ses-
sions to Secretary of  State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
He did stop in briefly dur-
ing a meeting between 
Yemeni President Abdu 
Rabu Mansour Hadi and 
White House terrorism 
chief  John Brennan.
In addition, Congress 
passed an Obama-backed 
effort to remove com-
mercial banks from the 
federal student loan busi-
ness. The savings, in the 
form of  subsidies that had 
been paid to the banks, 
paid for the increase in 
Pell Grants, Obama has 
said.
Romney and Obama also 
have different ideas about 
K-12 education.
The federal government 
provides about 10 percent 
of  the money spent on 
K-12. State and local gov-
ernments pay the rest.
The Obama adminis-
tration has used money 
and waivers from the re-
quirements in the 2002 
No Child Left Behind ed-
ucation law to influence 
what happens at the state 
and local level.
The grants and waiv-
ers provide incentives 
for states to agree to im-
prove school, like raising 
standards, rewarding 
good teachers and re-
moving poor ones. They 
amount to less than 1 
percent of  what the na-
tion spends on education, 
according to the Obama 
campaign.
Romney would urge 
Congress to revise the No 
Child law to eliminate the 
federally required steps 
designed to improve fail-
ing schools. Instead, he’d 
require that states grade 
the schools so that parents 
could easily tell how they’re 
doing.
Romney also would push 
Congress to change legis-
lation to give parents of  
low-income and special-
needs children the ability 
to decide how tax dollars 
for their children’s edu-
cations should be spent. 
Under his plan, parents 
could use their child’s 
share of  public education 
funds to send their children 
to public charter schools or 
apply it to private-school 
tuition in states that per-
mit vouchers.
Tuition
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By SEAN DELANCEY
THE PARTHENON
The Student Government 
Association has acquired 
$10,000 to be distributed 
among club sports teams to 
help fund their operations. 
A group called the Club 
Sports Council has been cre-
ated to determine how the 
money is to be distributed, 
and the rules by which the 
teams must follow in order 
to receive funds from the 
SGA.
The Club Sports Coun-
cil is composed of  the team 
presidents and other repre-
sentatives from the men’s 
and women’s rugby team, 
two equestrian teams, the 
men’s lacrosse team, the ulti-
mate frisbee team and several 
other club sports on campus. 
Ashley Lyons, junior bio-
logical sciences major and 
athletics liaison, is oversee-
ing the creation of  the Club 
Sports Council.
“Our hope is that we 
will become an established 
governing body and fund-
ing source for club teams, 
as well as promote sports-
manship, competition and 
unity amongst athletes and 
teams,” Lyons said. 
She also said teams will 
receive funds based off  the 
number of  points they have 
accrued in the previous fis-
cal year. Points are awarded 
for team participation in 
community service and cam-
pus involvement. 
Mariah Preast, senior 
biology major and member 
of  the Hunt Seat Branch of  
the Equestrian Team, said 
she believes the money would 
go a long way in helping the 
team be more competitive. 
“This money would be a 
game changer. Not many peo-
ple realize how financially 
demanding the horse world 
is,” Preast said. “As far as the 
team is concerned, there are 
lesson fees, show fees, coach-
ing fees, et cetera. It adds up 
quickly.”
At a meeting on Sept. 
19, team representatives 
convened to work on estab-
lishing a constitution that all 
members of  the Club Sports 
Council will have to abide by.
Teams worked to clarify 
sections of  the constitution 
regarding alcohol consump-
tion on days where a game 
was taking place. Teams de-
cided unanimously that all 
team members should not 
consume alcohol before or 
during the game, or teams 
would lose their funding un-
til the next fiscal year. 
“These rules are set in 
place to ensure that we set 
an example that reflects the 
standards that students here 
are held to,” Preast said. 
The Club Sports Council 
meets every Wednesday at 
9 p.m. in the Memorial Stu-
dent Center to continue work 
on the constitution that will 
govern their organization. 
Sean DeLancey can be 
contacted at delancey2@
marshall.edu
MU welcomes new sports council
I may be carrying. I got 
the combined vaccination at 
the Health Department last 
week,” Kelly said.
The Cabell-Huntington 
Health Department provided 
free combined Tdap/tetanus 
vaccinations on campus last 
summer.
Ayers said a total of  147 vac-
cinations were administered 
to people on campus.
The Health Department 
provides free combined vacci-
nations on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 8 to 11 a.m. 
and 1 to 3 p.m. in the office on 
Seventh Avenue in Huntington.
For more information, on 
can contact the Cabell-Hun-
tington Health Department 
at 304-523-6483.
Lakin Turner can be 
contacted at turner136 @
marshall.edu.
Kopp announced that the Higher 
Learning Commission recently se-
lected Marshall to participate in a 
comprehensive focus-study of  the De-
gree Qualifications Profile, a program 
that seeks to find the competency of  the 
average recipient of  four-year degrees.
“I can think of no more better valida-
tion of our hard work and dedication, and 
the work that each of you have done on top 
of everything else you are doing, to take 
that project to an exemplary level, where a 
regional accrediting body chooses us and 
our project to be the exemplar for the en-
tire Higher Learning Commission,” Kopp 
said to the faculty. “I congratulate each 
one of you… it truly is a testament to who 
we are and what we’ve accomplished.”
Kopp commended physical plant 
staff  on the speedy cleanup and repair 
of  campus facilities after a derecho 
storm struck southern West Virginia 
on June 29. Kopp said forty feet of  roof-
ing was torn off  of  Old Main during the 
storm, but the damage was covered by 
maintenance workers before another 
storm struck days later.
Kopp said the fast response pre-
vented “substantially more” damage to 
Old Main.
“It speaks volumes about the commit-
ment of  people all across the university 
and their commitment to ensuring that 
we are well taken care of  and well cared 
for here,” Kopp said.
He also said higher education trends 
are rapidly moving to many different 
approaches to instruction, and that ul-
timately the goal is to find out which 
approaches give the greatest benefit to 
students. He said as a professor, he pre-
fers a traditional classroom setting, but 
he recognized the growing popularity 
of  online classes.
“It’s hard to say with absolute cer-
tainty that we’re never going to do away 
with those interpersonal interactions, 
to go completely to a virtual environ-
ment that’s very artificial,” Kopp said. 
Kopp also recognized the turbulent 
economic times for higher education 
funding. He cited that in 2010, the av-
erage in-state four-year tuition cost 
$16,140 per year, but by 2020, that 
amount is expected to nearly triple 
to $47,399 per year, an amount nearly 
equal to the average household income 
in 2009.
“The reality is we have an incumbent 
responsibility, as both stakeholders 
and shareholders in public higher edu-
cation, to pioneer and validate more 
cost-effective and time-effective process 
that delivers more educational value, 
more powerful learning experiences and 
produce greater learning productivity per 
learning session at static or lower cost,” 
Kopp said. “Whether we can achieve that 
goal or not is yet to be determined. But in 
many ways, that’s the challenge being put 
before higher education.
“Without any public policy mandate 
in Washington or at the state level, as a 
nation, we are backing into privatizing 
public education,” Kopp said. “That’s 
one of  the realities that’s out there.”
As Marshall faces a possible seven-
and-a-half  percent reduction of  state 
appropriations, Kopp said the issue of  
faculty pay must be openly addressed 
with everything put on the table.
“We need to come together as a 
community to address faculty com-
pensation with the realization that we 
are confronted with a future of  scarce 
additional financial resources,” Kopp 
said. “We simply must determine our 
best course within the construct of  
available monetary resources and I am 
absolutely committed to working with 
faculty as well as other administrators 
to see that this happens. This will not 
be a simple process, but we simply have 
got to move forward on this.”
Despite tough economic times, Mar-
shall has many capital projects aimed 
at improving Marshall as a campus and 
as an academic institution.
The groundbreaking ceremony for 
the Arthur Weisburg Family Applied 
Engineering Complex will take place 
on Oct. 29. The $50 million project will 
take 28 months to complete, but Kopp 
said it will revolutionize not only the 
engineering departments, but other de-
partments that will occupy the building.
Kopp also noted that the new, $7 mil-
lion dollar parking facility on Sixth 
Avenue is nearing completion and has 
been open since the start of  the fall se-
mester on Aug. 27.
Kopp concluded with an appeal to 
the campus community to actively 
participate in the development of  the 
university’s 10-year plan. He said the 
web-based program will be structured 
so participants can target their input 
where they want to make contributions.
“The most important message I can 
share with you is that we need your 
input and we need your insights in 
planning Marshall University’s future,” 
Kopp said. “I invite you all to the table.”
Marcus Constantino can be con-
tacted at constantino2@marshall.edu.
Cough
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Marshall University President Stephen J. Kopp 
speaks during the State of the University 
Address on Tuesday.
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By JEREMY BROWN 
THE PARTHENON
Perhaps appropriate for a professor of  ge-
ography, Josh Hagen has spent his time living 
in an impressive roster of  places. 
He was educated in the Midwest. As an un-
dergraduate, he attended the University of  
Northern Iowa, earning degrees in political 
science and geography. From there he went 
to the University of  Wisconsin-Madison 
where he attained a master’s degree and a 
doctoral degree. 
He lived in Germany for two years while 
conducting his doctoral research. Now for 
nearly a decade, this professor has been em-
ployed in Appalachia. 
“I have moved around quite a bit,” he said. 
Though he has taught at Marshall since 
2003, traveling is still one of  his passions, and 
it is a passion his profession permits him to 
pursue. He admits that he tries to visit Eu-
rope about every other year. 
This year, Hagen was in Europe again. 
Over the summer he went across the pond 
as a Fulbright Scholar. As part of  a train-
ing course for college professors teaching 
courses on Europe, the Fulbright Committee 
arranged a study seminar for Hagen. For two 
weeks, split between Berlin and Brussels, 
he met with government officials, academ-
ics, members of  trade organizations and 
people from non-profit agencies to discuss 
issues facing today’s Europe. They focused 
on things like the Euro crisis, international 
relations between European countries and 
the high unemployment rate among young 
Europeans. 
“I am interested in experiencing new 
places and learning about new cultures and 
bringing that back and incorporating it into 
my classes,” Hagen said.
Besides geography of  Europe, the course 
he researched during his Fulbright Scholar-
ship, Hagen teaches a more general critical 
thinking course on the subject as well. This 
semester, he also teaches Introduction to 
Human Geography.
In addition to opportunities for travel, 
he said being a professor affords him flex-
ibility and variety. Although he spends each 
school year teaching and writing, new se-
mesters bring new courses and fresh issues 
to discuss. 
“The topics vary, so I am not teaching the 
same class, I am not writing about the same 
things,” he said. 
However, Hagen said the most reward-
ing aspect of  the profession is not variety. It 
is not even the opportunity to travel that is 
most satisfying to him. 
“The most rewarding thing is when stu-
dents realize how valuable a geographic 
perspective can be,” he said. “How it can 
help them address and solve problems re-
lated to urban planning or environmental 
management, a whole range of  issues.”
Jeremy Brown can be reached at 
brown654@marshall.edu.
By ELIZABETH STEWART
THE PARTHENON
Aley El-Shazly, associate professor of  ge-
ology at Marshall University, has received a 
National Science Foundation grant to study 
banded iron formations in Egypt.
Most banded iron formation depos-
its were formed before what is referred 
to as the great oxygenation event, which 
occurred around 2.5 billion years ago, El-
Shazly said.
“What is interesting about the Egyptian 
ore deposit, is that all 
of  them were 
considered to be 
formed after this 
great oxygen-
ation event. 
“We’re trying 
to understand 
how these actually 
formed, the condi-
tions under which 
they formed and 
what might have 
caused them to 
form.” El-Shazly 
said.
“The 13 banded 
iron formations 
are exposed in the 
eastern desert 
of  Egypt and are 
scattered around 
an area of  about 
30,000 square 
kilometers,” El-
Shazly said. “Studying the formation of  these 
iron ore deposits will also help researchers 
understand the tectonic history of  the forma-
tion of  the area due to the movement of  the 
Earth’s plates.”
Several Marshall students and gradu-
ates have assisted El-Shazly in his research 
over the years including three students 
who have already graduated and two un-
dergraduate students who work with him 
now. 
“Once we bring back the samples, we 
examine them under a microscope, iden-
tify all of  the minerals and analyze the 
minerals using the scanning electron mi-
croscope here in the College of  Science,” 
El-Shazly said.
“We’re also undertaking whole rock chem-
ical analysis with the students, as well.”
El-Shazly said he hopes to take one of  the 
undergraduate students to Egypt with him 
this December to map and collect samples 
from the banded iron formations.
“I have been only once; I did the field work 
last March. The original plan was to have an 
undergraduate student accompany me on 
that trip; unfortunately 
because of  
the political 
turmoil in 
Egypt fol-
lowing the 
revolution 
in 2011, we 
were not able 
to get the per-
mits necessary 
for the student 
in time for the 
trip,” El-Sha-
zly said.
Along 
with 
study-
ing the 
geo-
logical 
and 
historical 
aspect, El-
Shazly and Khalil are 
also looking at the potential economic ben-
efit to the area
“We’re trying to approach this problem 
from two sides, from the economic angle and 
then trying to understand how it formed,” 
El-Shazly said.
“Those deposits have not been mined in 
Egypt and we believe they might have eco-
nomic potential.” 
El-Shazly has also teamed up with an eco-
nomic geologist and professor at the University 
of Alexandria, Khalil Isaac Khalil.
Elizabeth Stewart can be reached at stew-
art52@marshall.edu.
Marshall geography 
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MU geology professor receives 
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